




MANAGEMENT OF NATIVE VEGETATION IN WETLANDS. 
 
General 
 
Wetland Plant Requirements 
Each wetland species has its own special requirements as regards water depth, period of inundation, salinity and the soil 
and water chemistry, all of which can change very quickly with slight changes along a gradient. 
 
Drainage 
Changes to the drainage and soil structure can have quite dramatic effects on the native plant species. Drainage 
changes can completely alter the kind of wetland⎯its depth, its period of inundation, and the soil and water 
chemistry⎯and this changes the plant species that can survive. 
 
Fencing 
Provided they do not have serious weed invasion, most kinds of coastal wetlands (even those altered by drainage) can 
respond very well just to the fencing out of stock. This reduces adverse impacts on the soil surface and drainage, and on 
the condition and natural regeneration of native vegetation. 
 
Planting 
Because of the precise requirements of wetland species, planting of wetland species demands accurate species 
selection. Since in most cases nature will be better at this than you, planting is more often than not unnecessary. In most 
situations a wait-and-see approach is advisable. 
 
Weeds 
In several types of wetland there are few serious invasive weeds. Most of the weeds that require control occur on those 
portions of the wetland that are slightly higher. 
 
 
Wetland Types 
 
Salt marsh 
Can be slow to recover after fencing, but usually native plant colonisation will occur unassisted. Weeds that may require 
control include Sharp Rush (Juncus acutus) and, particularly on slightly higher ground, Buffalo Grass and Groundsel 
Bush. 
 
Mangroves 
Mangroves usually respond well to the fencing out of stock. They regenerate naturally and weeds are not a problem. If 
need be Grey Mangroves can be planted directly as seed into intertidal mud.  
 
Swamp Oak Forest 
They usually respond well to fencing and regenerate naturally if seed bearing adult trees are present. Weeds that may 
require control include Groundsel Bush, Lantana, & Five-leaved Morning Glory, some exotic grasses 
 
Swamp Paperbark Forest 
Although more varied than Swamp Oak Forest, both in their structure and in their responses, they still respond well to 
fencing. Weeds include Lantana, Groundsel Bush, Wandering Jew, & Five-leaved Morning Glory 
 
Floodplain Backswamp Sedgelands 
Native sedges, rushes and ferns usually recover well when fenced. Weeds usually only occur on the edges, and include 
Groundsel Bush & Giant Paspalum,  
 
Farm Dams 
Farm dams attract their own specific suite of wetland species. Blue Water Lily is a very common exotic species in farm 
dams. Spread by waterfowl, it is difficult to eradicate and exclude. Most other species are native. Although natural 
colonisation will usually take place, especially if water levels are stable, farm dam species can be introduced by 
translocating some plants or soil from other healthy farm dams. However, be wary of introducing exotic pond species to 
farm dams. They may have serious weed potential in the dam itself and downstream. 
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